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INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

»

MIDDLE EAST - -

(Situation Report Number 12
‘A of 1630 EDT)

THE MILI‘I‘AR" SITUATION

w

_ GEN@RAL

l.,‘Israml continues to press its counterattacks

on both fronts, but there is no evidence that Israeli

unmts hnve crossed the. canal in £o;ce. Israelli Chief
of , )

2. Israeli air activity over the Syrian £ront .
continues to be heavy, and Israeli aerial operations
near thé canal have increased., UN observation teams

in the Golan leights report that the Israeli forces
‘have retalean many mf o nncodsfrne Tmot e ddva Guried ans, -

Israeli troops continue to hold out in enc¢ircled
pos;tions along the canal. .

THE SYRiAN FRQNT

:

3. Israell forces continue to press the attack
against Syria. A member of the UN obscrvation force
in the Golan Heights has conflrmed that the Israelis
have retaken-many cf tha pos;tions lost’ thbre to the
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25%1 7, Israeli pross repurts nave DECOME INCEGASLAGLY
 optimistic during the day. Israeli Chief of Staff
. ‘ David Dlazar stated in a late afternoon press con=
- . ference that Israeli forces had redched the 1967

) . coeaga=Ffira Tinea Anm 4ha Hodeohte dn Ysimacd all cas had
25%1 i Fﬁ_“_jis:r
. as of

-

— - force had been driven from the Heights. He indicated
- that Israeli forces had stopped at least for the

l - moment at the 1967 cease~fire line. The Israeli -

tepresentative’ . also’ reported that Israsli settlements

Jdn the Hoights had bheen déclared safe and that ine

-habitants were returning., .

-

| TIE. CGYPTIAN FRONT

%, -Information on ground combat along the Suez
Canal this evening was limited to public announce=
wents from Cairo ahd Tel Aviv. Israeli Chief of
Stalf Dlazar stated in his press conference that thae.
S _ Israeld holding action over the past two days had ..

i : permitted time for mobilization and that Tsraeli

R : fprcag in thHe canal ‘area now'were on the offensive.
I Ile said that Israecli forces had pushed some of the
Lo : | Dgyptian-units back to the canal, but denied that
L ' Israel had crossed. to. the ‘west bank. Elazar stated °
.that Israel intended "to destroy completely" the

L LTI "

1

. oo + forces of HEgypt and Syria.

: 6. "Cairo has admitted that the Israelis are
counterattaqking, but has claimed that the attacks
are belny repelled.- ‘According to the US Embassy in
Amman, the Jordanian Ambassador to Cairo said that
based on.events yesterday, the Egyptian military
believe they have won an important victory and can-
not be pushed back from the canal. The Egyptian
m;l;yary~algo reportedly believe that they have
sufficient additional strength to push into the
-8inai and are said- to be urging Sadat to allow them
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to do just that: The Israeli counterattack today
a}mqst.certalnlg wWill temper Egyptian optimism, as
tae main Israeli réserves move into the fray. ‘

7. Alx activity during the day and into

evening wags famicad am sha ceedescoe . -
the canal. 3
Israeli air e =

25%1 - - this morning and continued throughout the day and

i?to the night. The scale of the attacks does nok
equal those seen on the Svric ' ut dre much.,
(> sday

-, o ' Lyyptians sent at least

20 fighters to Port Sa in mid~afternoon o
challeng@ the Israelis, The results of the air
battle are unclear, but the Egyptiansg claim to have
Gowned 24 Israéli fighters, whilé losing only ten
Of their own. The Egyptians also used SAMS adgainst

the Israeli fighters.

that at least six Israeli aircraft attacked near
Devasoi;mat the north end of the Great Bitter Lake
late this afternoon, o

!

SOVIET MILITARY ACTIVITIES .

]

. 8, Nofsignif%cgnt Soviet military activity
as been reported gince our last'Sitrep.

IRAQ -

. 2+ Kihg Iusayn has bcon advised that Irag's -
action ‘this morning to restore.ralationsasithagr:n
gas takenwto iree Iraqgi troops for action against
tsiaei. .uhe;xraqig_are concerned, the King was

- told, that his continuing heutrality is preventing
-+ the rapid transit of Irdqgd troops . to the front.

?

JORDAN

© 10. Tﬂe pfeﬂéures on King ﬁuSa | ' '
L0 he 8EUre J H yn to join the
bgttla arc discussed in an annex to this report.

4
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of ; . _ L —-activities
n;r;2$ gfgqagiAxab Army suggest nothing more than

- Aerensive preparations. Panic buying of food-

stuffs has ;
L£fs has occurred, perhaps spurred by a rumor that ..
: A ..

liﬁuﬁ;ga;gniiglpﬁﬁgaringto evVacuate the country and

e general rumor, noted-in = : : 1

of cmindan Slxth-Fleét movements?me other countries,
SYRIA ' '
12, The Syriang :

e Y= raleased the tourist crui

ggip Rowant;ca at 0630 Zulu today. -The ship ;ésgxt-

adly Wab-heqded'fox Cyprus, - : d ¥

. LERANON.

1 13. PBecause of initial Arab ‘milit |

Fle ; 3 itar 5
éggdge§§?§5? Government reportedly feals ﬁtsgggez§251
donds Mugi§}st;ng-d9mesti¢:pressuré, particularly
hestilition hocommunity, to take an active part in -
believes ﬁs' hS a result, President Franjiyah = .7 .-
fedayaen nevi oonot risk a confrontation with the
Into souchan: B4 18 allowing them to moYe troeps
LEbanP;u a.ln Lebanon., ‘Franjiyah has placed the
'any'I;r;elzmid forces on-alert with orders to opPpose
centrated ce ncvrglgn,.but most of the army is canﬂ

e near Belrut in case of internal disorders.

140 Tabar o » - ST “
%+ Lebanbn assured the Tsraslis vesterday that 2

it was : .
on pjgmgzéjpassing radar information to the Syrians
'its'éerritégg thg jedayeen to opérate froely out of
who no lonc Yo .This apparently satisfied the Israelis
Jer seem concerned ahout Lebanon or the o

fedayeen now that i
the Golon Heigngs.thclr ccunt?rattacg'has begun in

15. THé;ﬁébanes he n
h e el LG € cabinet has put nation
":zpégzlg. and the American University hospit:iw—
Sent.thrcésgﬁigiﬂgf thgiSYFiaﬁ-governﬁent” and has
y el .g' Lc =ref cal t~:, . ) '
ing to an official announcemengs e Pamasous, accord-

MOROCCO

.i'Kiﬂg Hassan{
one_SidEdsugeiy;upget Ly waoe ue Delieves to be a
' . 5. agctmon in favo;_of Israel. The King

»
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is reportedly annoyed and coricerned about the move=" -

mants of the US Sixth Fleet and an alleged remark

from Waskirgton that the US will tuke any proper
Easur ] ain a cease~fire| © 25%1
exl 1f the Sixth Fleev pecumes zn=
voilve n Middle Bast events ithe King may move o
against American bases in 'Moroceco. The US Embassy .

in Ralat has expresqed its concern over the King's ,
_ourrent mood and the vulnerability of the US Naval >
complex at Kenitra.. : S T

- 1

Lisya - . :
i e : -+ 25%1
o 17. . President Qadhafi 1ls reported to bhe .
extremely angry abput the Syrian=Bgyptian offensive
and ‘shout the:lamk of forawarning to himJ V
: Qadhafi reporiedly does not
25‘}{1 . WO LW YAy L Ly Al forcesg :Ln the f:.gbta.nq, which
T ’ he believes was initiated striatly for Dgyptian & ] o
and Syrian. diplomatic gains. Mest Libyans are -
puzzléd by Qadhafi's reaction but have apparently
-shared Qadhafi's datached attitude. Serious Arab
reversals could change all this but for now Tripoli

is- gquiet with no evidence of heightened anti-Anerican
-tugllng. : .

SAUDI ARABIA

18. L;ng Paysal has. plaaed the Saudi armed
forces .on complete alert and appears to have taken
several token military measures in support of a
Sdudl brigade in Jordan. HoJeVEr, the King appears
to be avoiding. an active role.in the current crisis.

l
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Can Jordan Stay Out of the Fighting?
: Although the Jordanians have insisted all along
that they have no intentions of .entering the fighting
unless attacked, their mood has !fluctuated from one
of elation after Syria and Egypt's initial success
to one of apprehension .as the Israelis begin to
counterattack. ' King Husayn 1s now urnder severe ex-—
ternal pressure to commit himself, particularly since
! _  President Agad has asked him to intervene and other
| - " Arab states ‘have pledged military support to Cairo
> - and Damascus. -Sadat may also be urging him to strike
soon. ' The Jordanlans are contirduing to play for -
time, hoping for a cease~fire, Lut Prime Minister
Rifai has indicated that Husayn will not be able to
stall for much: longer, e T T :

RS

_'Rationally, Husayn khows Joérdan would face
certain defeat. and the destruction of its armed
forces if he attacked Israel. If the King decides

© to stay out, he would have the support of his '
Civilian and military advisers, ‘who to a man are -
probably urging him not to fight. From all available -
evidence, however, Husayn is agonizing over his R
decision. LIt £s ndt in his nature to sit idly by
and he is likely to find it inctreasingly frustrat- -
ing not to ke dble to do something once the Syrians
begin to crumble under the Israell counterattack.
He has expressed admiration for: thc Syrians' '

. fighting ability and appreciatioh for the way Asad

.. has handled Jordan's neutrality thus far. In the
end the advice of his advisers will probably pre-
vaily but it is likely to be touch.and go for the

Y S e e 1n SSSL e Bh gt a4,
” . .
.- N .

next day or sgo.
-If the Israelis try to turn the Syrians® flank

by attacking through northern Jordan, this, of coursa,
would turn the situation around, .In that case,

Husayn would feel. compelled to throw his forces

~dnto the fray., . o Lo T
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